
Chapters 10-15



Class 1 Introductory
Class 2            Acts 1:1-5:42

Class 3 Acts 6:1-9:43

Class 4    Acts 10:1-15:35
Class 5 Acts 15:36-21:40
Class 6 Acts 22:1-28:31

Outline of the Classes



The Preparation for the Christian Mission (1:1-2:13)
The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14-8:3)
The Mission in Judea (8:4-9:43)
The Inauguration of the Gentile Mission

The Vision of Cornelius (10:1-8)
The Vision of Peter (10:9-33)
Peter’s Speech (10:34-43)
The Baptism of Cornelius (10:44-49)
The Baptism of the Gentiles Explained (11:1-18)
The Church at Antioch (11:19-26)
The Prediction of Agabus (11:27:30)
Herod’s Persecution of the Christians (12:1-19)
Herod’s Death (12:20-24)
Mission of Barnabas and Saul (12:25-13:3)
First Mission Begins in Cyprus (13:4-12)
Paul’s Arrival at Antioch in Pisidia (13:13-15)
Paul’s Address in the Synagogue (13:16-43)
Address to the Gentiles (13:44-52)
Paul and Barnabas at Iconium (14:1-7)
Paul and Barnabas at Lystra (14:8-20)
End of the First Mission (14:21-28)
Council of Jerusalem (15:1-12)
James on Dietary Law (15:13-21)
Letter of the Apostles (15:22-29)
Delegates at Antioch (15:30-35)

Material Covered in Class 4



The Vision of Cornelius (10:1-8)
Major issue – Legitimize the Gentile Christians.

People today ask, “If Jesus was a Jew, why are we not all Jews like him?”

Chapters 10 & 11 begin to explain the entrance of Gentile Christians.
• Grounded in the approval of Peter and the other Apostles
• Peter is shown has having difficulty accepting this but came to see that it 

was from God
• God was not forcing pagans to be circumcised before becoming Christian
• The role of the Holy Spirit replaces the need for circumcision

God is seen working through visions
• Luke is showing that this change comes from God and not human beings 
• Seen during prayer – The importance of Prayer in Luke’s writings

Cornelius
• Prays to God
• helps the Jewish people 



The Vision of Peter (10:9-33)

In a vision, 
• Peter sees animals that the Old Testament calls unclean
• Peter is told to kill and eat
• Peter protests (Luke stresses Peter’s objection)
• The voice responds, “What God has made clean, you are not to call profane”
• This is repeated three times before the object disappears

This refers to admitting “unclean” pagans or Gentiles
The Holy Spirit has made Gentiles clean like the Jewish people

Pagans (Gentiles) worshipped many gods in people
• When Peter met Cornelius, he fell at Peter’s feet and did him homage.
• Peter is correcting Gentiles - true homage belongs to God alone

vs 28 Peter says, “You know that it is unlawful for a Jewish man to associate with 
or visit, a Gentile, but God has shown me that I should not call any person 
profane or unclean.” 



Those unclean in Biblical times
• Those who did not keep the purity laws of washing and foods
• Those who were lepers or mutilated or eunuchs
• Samaritans
• Roman tax collectors
• Notorious sinners like prostitutes
• Those possessed by unclean spirits
• Gentile idol worshippers

They are all invited to approach God 
but must first be cleansed from what makes them unfit
Gentiles had to give up their association with paganism

and their sexual immorality

Cornelius is ready to listen to what Peter has to say as a 
command from God



Peter’s Speech (10:34-43)

Content of Peter’s speech:  Sound familiar?

What is different/added?  Verses 34-35 & 43



The Baptism of Cornelius (10:44-49)

Pentecost for the Gentiles (Acts 10)Pentecost for the Apostles (Acts 2)

Then there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire, which 
parted and came to rest on 
each one of them. And they 
were all filled with the holy 
Spirit and began to speak in 
different tongues, as the Spirit 
enabled them to proclaim.

While Peter was still speaking these 
things, the holy Spirit fell upon all who 
were listening to the word. The 
circumcised believers who had 
accompanied Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the holy Spirit should 
have been poured out on the Gentiles 
also, for they could hear them 
speaking in tongues and glorifying 
God. Then Peter responded,  “Can 
anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people, who have 
received the holy Spirit even as we 
have?”



Caesarea

Joppa



The Baptism of the Gentiles Explained (11:1-18)

The acceptance of the Gentiles by the other apostles and brother in Judea

Peter recounts the story in detail.

Complete the episode with vs 18
“When they heard this, they stopped objecting and glorified God, saying, ‘God 
has then granted life-giving repentance to the Gentiles too.’”

Episode – How can we and are we welcoming non-Jews (Gentiles)?
• Work of God – through a vision to Peter
• Approval of Peter – Only Peter would have had this authority
• Cornelius was also visited with a vision
• They must accept the Christian way of life and leave their old way of life
• They are baptized – the mark of one becoming a follower
• Accepted by the rest of the apostles and brothers in Judea



The Church at Antioch (11:19-26)

Those where were 
scattered at the 
persecution preached to 
no one but Jews

Some of the Greeks from Cyrene 
and Cyprus started preaching to 
the Greeks.
Barnabas was sent to Antioch from 
Jerusalem.  Why?  Reaction?

Barnabas 
went to 
Tarsus to 
look for 
Paul

Why is 
Antioch so 
special a 
place?



The Prediction of Agabus (11:27:30)

More wealthy churches help out the poorer churches, especially Jerusalem

Note vs. 30 “Presbyters” first use of this term also known as elders and later priests



Herod’s Persecution of the Christians (12:1-19)

Herod kills James, the brother of John and arrests Peter.
James is the first of the 12 apostles to be martyred
It is over Passover just like Jesus

Peter is freed by an angel the night before Herod is to bring him to trial

Humor of Luke:
Peter being left at the door when he was freed and went to the other 
apostles.

Luke goes out of his way to explain what happened to the guards and his cruel 
behavior



Herod’s Death (12:20-24)

Herod dies later but Luke inserts a story of Herod’s death to show the 
punishment of people who are treated like gods by the people over honoring 
the true God.

Worms were reserved for blasphemers and persecutors

Josephus (Jewish historian during the time of the New Testament
– states that people treated Herod of Agrippa as a god 
and he died of stomach pain



Mission of Barnabas and Saul (12:25-13:3)

Note that the mission comes from the Church in Antioch.
They were all worshiping and fasting.

They laid hands on them and sent them off on a missionary trip



First Mission Begins in Cyprus (13:4-12)

Antioch
Seleucia
Salmais
Paphos (magician)
Perga
Antioch of Pisidia

(Paul’s Speech)
Iconium
Lystra

(heals the cripple)
(they stone him)

Derbe

Traced back
Lystria, Iconium, 
Antioch (of Pisidia), 
Perga, Attalia back to 
Antioch



On the island of Cyprus, at Paphos, they met a  magician
his name is Bar-Jesus
Jewish false prophet
opposed the meeting by Barnabas and Soul with Sergius Paulus

Paul (Saul) calls him out as a false prophet
Paul makes the magician blind and wins the favor of Sergius

Note that Saul is called Paul 
Saul is his Jewish name and Paul is his Roman name



Paul’s Arrival at Antioch in Pisidia (13:13-15)

Important Detail
On the Sabbath, they entered the synagogue (as Jesus did in Luke 4:16-21)
After reading the law and the prophets

Mark
Thought of as the author of the Gospel of Mark
Mark knew Peter (1Peter 5:14)
The cousin to Barnabas
Later, Acts (15:36, ff) testify to an argument between Barnabas and Paul over 
Mark

Paul and Barnabas split up over the argument



Paul’s Address in the Synagogue (13:16-43)

Paul’s Speech – Similar to Peter’s in Acts 2
• Addressed to the Fellow Israelites and God-fearers
• God of the people Israel chose our ancestors and exalted the people during 

their time in Egypt
• Gave them the promised land
• Provided judges 
• Gave them kings like Saul and David 
• From them came Jesus, heralded by John
• Summary of the rejection of Jesus, cross, and resurrection
• Quotes the psalms
• Forgiveness of sins
• He was successful in converting many 



Address to the Gentiles (13:44-52)

The Jews saw the crowds the following week and became jealous of all that Paul 
and Barnabas was doing and contradicted them.

Paul and Barnabas speak of the rejection of the Gospel by the Jews and so the 
turning to preaching to the Gentiles   

The Jews of the area expelled Paul and Barnabas.
They follow Jesus’ command to shake the dust from their feet in protest

Luke 10:10-12
Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets and 
say,i‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against 
you.’ 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/10


Paul and Barnabas at Iconium (14:1-7)

They spoke in the synagogue again many came to believe
Jews again “stirred up and poisoned the minds of the Gentiles”

Paul and Barnabas created a division in the city
When they realized that they were going to be stoned, they when to Lystra and Derbe



Paul and Barnabas at Lystra (14:8-20)

Paul meets a cripple man, lame from birth.                           (Why this detail?)

The reaction by the crowd is to call Paul and Barnabas gods
Barnabas = Zeus     Paul = Hermes
The priest of Zeus even brought sacrifices to off to these gods.
Paul’s reaction is that they are human beings 
The Greeks should turn from their idols to the living God.

Preaching to Pagans
The Greeks followed their own way but left them signs that point to God
God is revealed through creation



PETER AND JOHN
Now Peter and John were going up to the 
temple area for the three o’clock hour of 
prayer. And a man crippled from birth … 
When he saw Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked for alms.  But 
Peter looked intently at him, as did John, 
and said, “Look at us.”  ... “I have neither 
silver nor gold, but what I do have I give 
you: in the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazorean, [rise and] walk.” Then Peter 
took him by the right hand and raised him 
up, and immediately his feet and ankles 
grew strong.  He leaped up, stood, and 
walked around, and went into the temple 
with them, walking and jumping and 
praising God. When all the people saw him 
walking and praising God, they recognized 
him as the one who used to sit begging at 
the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they 
were filled with amazement and 
astonishment at what had happened to 
him. 

PAUL AND BARNABAS
At Lystra there was a crippled man, lame from 
birth, who had never walked.  He listened to 
Paul speaking, who looked intently at him, saw 
that he had the faith to be healed, and called 
out in a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your 
feet.” He jumped up and began to walk about.  
When the crowds saw what Paul had done, 
they cried out in Lycaonian, “The gods have 
come down to us in human form.” They called 
Barnabas “Zeus” and Paul “Hermes,” because 
he was the chief speaker.  And the priest of 
Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the 
city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, 
for he together with the people intended to 
offer sacrifice.   The apostles Barnabas and 
Paul tore their garments* when they heard this 
and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, 
“Men, why are you doing this? We are of the 
same nature as you, human beings. We 
proclaim to you good news that you should 
turn from these idols to the living God, ‘who 
made heaven and earth and sea and all that is 
in them.”

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/14


End of the First Mission (14:21-28)

Trace back and from Attalia, they sail back to Antioch
They rejoiced in how they had opened the Gospel to the Gentiles



Council of Jerusalem (15:1-12)
THE PROCESS OF SOLVING QUESTIONS OF FAITH SINCE THE EARLY CHURCH

In Antioch, there was a debate about circumcision and acceptance of the Mosaic 
law.

The question:  How is one justified, 
1) Through the law with circumcision?
2) Through Christ through baptism?

There was “NO LITTLE DISSENSION AND DEBATE BY PAUL AND BARNABAS WITH 
THEM”

Decision:  Go to Jerusalem to the Apostles and Presbyters about the questions 
and to resolve it.

Today, we go to the successors of the Apostles to resolve questions.

In Jerusalem:
Some of the Pharisees  said circumcision and acceptance of the Mosaic law was 
necessary and more debate followed

Then Peter stood up with the answer:  The role of Peter in with Paul’s presence.



Council of Jerusalem (15:1-12)  cont.

The answer to why we are not Jewish:

Peter said, “We are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ as Gentiles”
There is no longer need for circumcision and following of the law.

Ecclesiology (The study of the Church)
• As the other churches in Asia Minor were accountable to the Church in Antioch, so 

the Church in Antioch is accountable to the Mother Church in Jerusalem.
• The Role of Peter as the first of the Apostles to speak after the Church has debated 

an issue.
• Jesus gave the Church the ability to resolve issues of faith after he left.  The gift of 

the Spirit with the structure of the Church 



James on Dietary Law (15:13-21)

James gives the clinching argument.  
James is a respected leader of the Church in Jerusalem
If he is seen as agreeing, then with Peter, many will come to see it as God’s will
James uses Amos 9:11-12  “from it ruins I shall rebuild it and raise it up again, so 

that the rest of humanity may seek out the Lord

The Gentiles do not have to become circumcised but must follow the minimum.
In this way, they are not putting obstacles in the way of Gentiles.
• Avoid pollution from idols  
• Unlawful marriages (Porneia, marriages forbidden to Jews and sexual 

immorality often among Greeks that were forbidden and criticized by Jews, 
fornication, adultery, prostitution and homosexual practices.)

• Meat of strangled animals and blood

These were necessary for Gentiles to have be able to have table fellowship with the 
Jewish Christians.   They would be unclean if they engaged in these activities.



Letter of the Apostles (15:22-29)

The apostles believed that it was a decision of the Holy Spirit and of them

The decision is to NOT put on any burden beyond what is necessary for the faith 

This was to keep unity within the Church between the Jewish Christians and the 
Gentile Christians

Everyone must give to keep the unity.



Delegates at Antioch (15:30-35)

They delivered the message and all accepted it with delight

Notice vs 34 – See footnote

Verse 40 has Paul choosing Silas, this is an example of differences in ancient texts
It seems that in copying, this was added in later manuscript  
Explains how Paul could have chosen Silas in vs. 40
vs 33 states that after they has spent some time, they return to Jerusalem



Homework

Class 5    
Acts 15:36-21:40


